Youth and Family Midweek Class Series: Building Wisely

Class 2: Do you have a blueprint?

· Review Homework from last class
· Take stock of your parenting.  Write down for yourself what kind of builder you are.  Don't show anyone.  Save it.  Then ask your wife (if married) and a close brother what they think. 

· Write down your ideal vision of yourself as a parent.  Save this as well.

·  You are building, you are leading.  The question is what are you building and where are you leading you children to?

· The Bible is the blueprint

·  Everything we do is either God's way or our way

·  All the way from Adam and Eve

·  God's way is in the Scriptures and takes conscious effort to learn and follow

·  Our way is most likely the way we were brought up.

·  God's plan

·  Making spiritually based life decisions 

·  They have a strong impact on your children

·  The question to ask: Do I make spiritually-led decisions?

·  Examples

·  Psalm 127:3-5 - Children are a blessing.  Understand the nature of the burden and responsibility.

·  Proverbs 13:24 and Proverbs 19:18 - Our way or God's way.  Not neglectful, but not harsh

·  Spiritually lead both your wife and children - be united in how you handle discipline.

·  Ephesians 6:4 - What will exasperate?  Inconsistency - at all ages.   The standard of the Bible is in its very essence a foundation.

·  Proverbs 15:22 - (NIV)Proverbs 15:22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.

· All of your life plans impact your family

·  Where you move

·  The job you take, or don't take

·  Your daily priorities

·  The conversations you expose to your children

·  Homework

·  Using last week's homework, use the Scriptures to come up with a plan on how to change your challenges into strengths.  Be prepared to share.  If you did not do the previous class homework, repent, invest the time, do the first class homework, then do this week immediately following.

