Class 1: Marriage, Youth & Family Plan
The Wise and Foolish Builders

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

This series of classes aims to give us all tools on how to build both our marriage and family wisely. Some of us have just started to build. Others of us have been building for some time and may need a renovation. Others of us may need extensive structural repair. 

Building Marriage:

· Think about your wedding. How many of us grew up dreaming of what we wanted our wedding to look like? How many of us had specific ideas in mind when we got engaged? How detailed did you get? Who did you want to be involved in making it great? Close your eyes for a moment and think back to that plan.
Now, are you that determined and detailed in building your marriage? The same concern and care that we showed with our weddings is the same care and concern we need to show in our marriages. 
· We're all builders

· You are building whether you know it or not.

· A wise builder builds according to plan
· How many of us read through the manuals of the appliances and computers we buy or the cars we own? I know I don’t. They’re fine, right? They work, don’t they? But we can’t have that kind of mindset about our marriages because unlike mechanical objects relationships are living things and require a different mindset. What does God say marriage should be? Do you have the same convictions that God does about your marriage? Are you ready to bend your will to God’s blueprint—and not just for these classes but forever? That is what we promised Him. Sometimes I want some of God’s plan—the part that I like—and some of my own will. But that never works out well. So when I am tempted to think that way one of the things I always go back to is that marriage is just discipleship. Jesus must be as much Lord in my marriage as anywhere else.  
Psalm 127:1
Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain. 
· A wise builder is deliberate

· Now think about other aspects of your marriage, the extras if you will. If you had to design your marriage like you would design a house what features and characteristics would it have? What does your husband want?
· If you don’t build deliberately you will default to the pattern you saw as a child, whether or not you want it. It’s just programmed into us, so we have to think through our patterns, expectations, and responses to see what’s worth keeping and what needs to go. 
· A wise builder trains herself to see and take responsibility for dysfunction and sin in herself
· Ever watch that show about hoarding? The houses are absolutely disgusting, and yet those who live there sob when people come to clear out their rotting garbage.
Proverbs 24:3-4

3 By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;
4 through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.

· Sometimes we think our opinions and thoughts are rare and beautiful treasures, but they’re just hoarded junk. How can we tell the difference? Again, God’s Spirit will train us to see what is and isn’t righteous through the Scriptures and wise people in our lives—if we let them.
1 Timothy 4:7-8

7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.

Building Families 

· Trained builders can train their children
Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go. Even when he is old he will not depart from it.

· If you aren’t consistently training yourself to be godly how can you train your children to be godly? Remember the default? It’s the same for parenting. Only this time the stakes are even higher. And telling our kids the right things without modeling the right things doesn’t work, I know! Kids can sniff out hypocrisy in a second. We can’t have an in-church life and an out-of-church life! We can’t have a spiritual hat and a worldly hat that we keep exchanging depending on the situation. Instead, we need to…
1 Timothy 4:16

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
· So who’s hearing? Our kids! You’ve been studying the Bible with them since the day they were born. And like Pr. 22 that we just read, they will repeat the pattern that you’ve set for them. So if you set a pattern of consistent discipleship for your kids then that will become their default. That’s encouraging!
· So what kind of parent do you want to be? What kind of kids do you want to have? How do you get there Biblically?
· It doesn’t mean perfect, but it does mean humble, teachable, repentant when you need to be. 
OK, so now you’re completely overwhelmed and thinking when am I going to have the time to do all of this thinking and planning? It’s too much! Well, that depends on how you look at it. If you plan well now and work to follow God, all of the time you spend will be more than made up by not having to deal with problems in the marriage, strained communication, behavioral issues and loads of stress with the kids. God’s way really is much easier and that’s the way He planned it!
Start with this: 1 Peter 4:8—Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Love and like your husband. After all, with the world’s population being at around 7 billion and the number of men as disciples being few and far between your husband really is one in a million! Love and like your children. Enjoy your family. Life is too short to spend it mostly on problems! Follow God’s lead and to Him be the glory!
· Discussion
· Talk about trouble areas in order to help us address these in the upcoming classes.
· Homework
1. Take stock of your marriage and parenting.  Write down for yourself what kind of builder you are.  Don't show anyone.  Save it.  Then ask your husband and a close sister what they think of your parenting. 
2. Write down your ideal vision of yourself as a spouse and parent.  Save this as well.
