Sixth Study

“The Family of God”

Study guide

    The goal of this study is to help people see the significance of the church and our relationships with each other. We look at “church” beyond the building, and more as a family. We need to stress the value of our relationships and why we meet together.

“Ecclesia” Explain how this view differs from a worldly view of “church”. How do most people view church? For us, it’s more than a “place you go”, it’s also a “who you are”. The church is the family of God.

I.   “The Body together”
· Colossians 1: 15-18  Think of the “Body” as individual disciples coming together to form a family unit. Jesus is the head of the family. Compare the church family to an earthly family. What makes a family…family?
· Ephesians 2:19-22  Explain the importance of a solid foundation when building anything. (maybe some examples you are familiar with) What makes the foundation of Jesus so strong? What would a church without this foundation look like? NOT what we want!
· 1 Co. 1:10-13  What causes division in the church? Give some examples. (share your convictions) How does this hurt the church?
· Hebrews 10:23-25 Share your convictions and how you have grown spiritually because of your meeting with the body. What happens when we don’t? 
· Acts 2:42-47 Explain the importance of each of these.
     II. “Each member of the Body” 

· 2 Peter 1:22-23  Contrast a deep friendship with a casual one. How and why do disciples build deep friendships with each other? (share from your own life)
· Hebrews 3:12-13  Explain how this has played out in your own discipleship. Share about your own “see to it” relationships.
· 1 Co. 12:12-27  Paint a picture of our church. Talk about the many things we have going on, and the many people that do them! Explain how that builds a healthy church. 
· Hebrews 13:7,17  Explain the types of leadership we have in the church. Evangelist and Women’s ministry leader. (Entire church oversight) Leadership team (specific ministries in the church) Family Group Leaders (small group ministries) Board of Directors (legal and financial oversight)
· 1Jn 4:7-12  Love is our foundation for all that we do. Explain what that means to you.
Encourage the people you study with to begin coming to all the church activities. Help them work with their schedules to do this. 

Mt 6:33 – What does it mean to seek 1st the kingdom of God?

Have them look over the “one another scriptures” and talk about them next time you meet.

