Fourth Study (part 1)                                                                                                                                    Salvation through Christ

Study guide

        This particular study (both part 1 and 2), is to help someone see from the Bible where they stand right now in terms of salvation. As always, it is crucial that the Word of God is our standard. There are many opinions on how to be saved and when we are saved. We want to know what the Bible says! In this study we look at four main areas concerning this salvation: Sin, grace, repentance, and baptism. As this study typically follows a thorough study of the cross, begin with a short review of the cross. “How did that impact you”? “What thoughts do you have”? This is also a good time to go over any questions from previous studies. You don’t want to just “plow ahead” with this! Be sure the studies are making sense and sinking in! Before you start with sin, find out where that person feels they stand spiritually right now. Christian or not? Lost or saved? Listen carefully and do a “time line” of any significant spiritual events in their life. If they feel they are saved, where does that fit in the time line? From there we move on!

Sin is our problem  Isa. 59:1-2 / Ro. 3:23-24  This paints the picture of separation from God. It’s all of us, together! No one is “good enough” What is sin? Greek word is hamartia, means “missing the mark”. Where do we miss with God? The goal here is to identify sin. There are 3 main areas of sin. Have them on their own – write out where and how they have sinned in these areas. This is for them to keep but encourage them to share what they’ve learned next time you get together. Be open with your sin now. Model for them the Biblical example of transparency! The more real you are, the more they will be.                                                         

Sins of the heart  2 Tim. 3:1-5 These may be just thoughts but are still wrong! Why? Share the harm that comes for evil thoughts!

Sins of commission  Gal. 5:19-21 explain “obvious”. We all know! Share deeply here, they may have a lot to work through!

Sins of omission Jas. 4:17 give plenty of examples! (spiritual examples)

Ro 6:23 / 1 Pe. 2:9-10  emphasize the severe consequences of sin!  Draw a “dividing wall” of sin illustration from 1 Pe. 2: 9-10 NO dimness! Can’t be “almost saved” (almost pregnant?)

God’s grace is our solution  Eph 2:1-10   Share how grace has touched you!                                          Titus 2:11-14 How is grace a motivator? Share how it motivates you?
Romans 5:6-8 The cross is for YOU, NOW!  You are powerless to right the wrong.                                                          Ephesians 1:7-8  This is the love of God! 

The response!  Ac 2:22-24  Share how you felt and responded when the weight of the cross fell on you! Ac 2:36-41  Explain “cut to the heart”   felt personally responsible. Share your responsibility and what you did about it!

